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DEAR COMMUNITY,
Happy New Year! I hope your holiday 
season was full of quality time with 
family and friends. As we begin 2017, I 
am excited for what the future holds for 
Marquardt School District 15. 

With the construction well underway for 
the Marquardt Performing Arts Center 
and STEAM Integrated Labs, MMS 
administrators, staff, and parents have 
been working diligently to prepare for 
the opening of this fall. We are also 
happy to share that our District launched 
a redesigned website in November. The 
new site is still located at www.d15.us and 
features a modern, mobile-friendly design, 
improved navigation, and translation. 

Increasing communication between the 
District, students, parents, staff, and 
the community is vital to our mission: 
implementing an educational program 
that provides students with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to become life-
long learners and productive members of 
society. We hope you will utilize these 
sites to stay connected to our schools.

As I begin a new year as Superintendent 
of Marquardt School District 15, I feel 
privileged to serve in a community that 
puts a high value on the educational needs 
and opportunities of its children. 

Sincerely,
     
Jerry O’Shea
Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

Black Hawk Elementary School ∙ G. Stanley Hall Elementary School ∙ Marquardt Middle School ∙ Charles G. Reskin Elementary School ∙ Winnebago Elementary School

Winter 2017

Mastering the 
Art and Craft of 
Teaching

Construction 
Update:MMS 
Readies for Fall 
Opening

TH
IS

 IS
SU

E District, Schools 
Launch New 
Mobile-Friendly 
Websites

Professional Inquiry Cycles: 
The Art and Craft of Teaching
A master teacher’s mindset and 
skillset are cultivated over a 
lifetime. At Marquardt School 
District 15, teachers are chal-
lenged to study their practice 
and deepen their expertise on a 
daily basis. 

In this culture of continuous 
improvement, District lead-
ers provide time for teachers 
to regularly and meaningfully 
collaborate with their colleagues, as well as resources to direct their own 
professional growth.

A Professional Inquiry Cycle (PIC) is one example of a Marquardt 
teacher’s professional development. During a PIC, a teacher, or group 
of teachers, partners with an instructional coach to explore high impact 
strategies to use in their classrooms. The topics are chosen based on the 
specific needs of students in their school. 

The goal of a PIC is to deepen teacher learning in order to increase 
student engagement and accelerate growth. During the fall PIC cycle, 
teachers studied topics like differentiating instruction through stations, 
maximizing small group instruction, improving elaboration in student 
writing, and co-teaching. 

By constructing new knowledge and skills, teacher participants are  
empowered as instructional leaders within the classroom and in the  
Marquardt professional learning community. As teachers gain new strat-
egies, they apply them in real-time to their classrooms. In other words, 
when teachers continuously advance as learners and leaders, students do 
too.



Community Corner
This fall, a number of companies and 
organizations generously contributed 
to Marquardt School District 15. We 
have highlighted a few below.

Over the past several years, 
Bloomingdale’s Mission Church has 
been a key supporter of our students 
during the holiday season. This year, 
they donated toys to lift up a number 
of District families.  

Black Hawk Elementary was grateful 
to again receive a $500 grant from 
Bucky’s Mobil, which will be put to-
ward science and math programmng.

The Meemic Foundation contin-
ues to support District 15 teachers 
through both small and large grants. 
The District is thankful to Dwain 
Ackerman, the liaison for these edu-
cation grants, who provides teachers 
with information on when grant op-
portunities arise and what they need 
to do to be successful in applying.

Cornelius again invited Black Hawk 
Elementary school’s chorus to sing a 
holiday program for their staff. After 
the show, students were treated to 
slushies. Opportunities to partner with 
businesses create authentic perfor-
mance experiences for our students, 
and we continue to be grateful for this 
partnership.

St. Isidore provided extra hats, 
gloves, and scarves to keep students 
warm this winter and the Basket 
Brigade provided meals to families 
in need. 

If your business or organization is inter-
ested in supporting Marquardt School 
District 15 students, please contact  
Rebecca Bald by phone at 630-461-7462 
or via email at rbald@d15.us. You can 
also go to the “Community” tab at 
www.d15.us and select “Partner” to 
learn more.

New Websites Launch!
We are excited to announce that Marquardt School District 15 recently 
launched a new website, which is still located at www.d15.us. 

The new District website, developed through the web hosting platform 
Squarespace, provides students, parents, and community with:
  - improved navigation
  - clearly presented, user-friendly content
  - updated, fresh look and engaging user experience 

With users increasingly connecting on phones and tablets, the new site is 
 mobile-optimized. The site also easily translates into dozens of languages, 
which allows the District to instantly communicate in a modern, multilingual 
world. 

Though the website will not take the place of in-person communication and 
interactions, connecting digitally is often better for the environment and can 
save school districts time and money.

School Sites
 
The five schools now have their own distinct and comprehensive websites 
and can be found at:

 
School websites create a window into the classroom for parents. The new 
District 15 school sites have their own set of news and calendar items, as 
well as photos and easy-to-use buttons on each page that will quickly guide 
parents to frequently used pages. 

Overall, these new websites will help students, parents, staff, and community 
members connect and communicate more efficiently and effectively. Please 
visit often to stay connected to Marquardt School District 15.

Pages to Visit: 
 
Announcements: for the latest news/ updates
Calendar: for important dates and events
Overview: for general information about the district
Registration: for residency & registration forms
Parent Information: for resources to support your child
Get Involved: for parents who want to get involved in their child’s school
Alumni: for a way to reconnect with Marquardt District 15
Volunteer: for anyone interested in serving our schools
Partner: for businesses/organizations interested in working with us 

    Black Hawk Elementary  www.blackhawk.d15.us
    G. Stanley Hall Elementary  www.gstanleyhall.d15.us
    Marquardt Middle School  www.middleschool.d15.us 
    Charles G. Reskin Elementary  www.charlesgreskin.d15.us 
    Winnebago Elementary   www.winnebago.d15.us 



MMS Expansion on Track for Fall Opening
The steel and masonry framework of Marquardt Middle School’s 
expansion is complete. Much of the mechanical, electric, and 
plumbing work is finished and windows will soon be installed. 

Although winter weather has slowed construction down slightly, 
the Marquardt Performing Arts Center and STEAM Integrated 
Labs are expected to be ready by August, just in time for the  
2017-18 school year.

A Strong Start

The District broke ground in July after being selected as 1 of only 
29 school districts in the State of Illinois to receive a Qualified 
School Construction Bond (QSCB) through the American  
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

School districts receive an interest refund on QSCBs from the fed-
eral government. This means that the bonds can be sold with little 
to no interest expense. The District was the only recipient in DuPage County to receive this subsidy.

“The District, Legat Architects, and IHC Construction have worked hard to make sure that this project is both on 
schedule and within budget,” Superintendent Jerry O’Shea said. “We are looking forward to the opportunities the 
space will provide our middle schoolers next year and for generations to come.”

Transforming the Middle School

The State of Illinois’ recent changes to the 
learning standards in science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics and the arts urge schools 
to expand learning opportunities in these fields. 
The addition, which will connect the 7/8 build-
ing with the 6th grade center, will form one 
unified middle school campus. 

A Building Design Team comprised of 17 staff 
members, including teachers, secretaries, and 
administrators from Marquardt Middle School 
and the District have been meeting regularly to 
ensure the addition will have an immediate and 
powerful impact on their students.

For MMS Principal Meredith Haugens, the physical transformation of the middle school will go hand-in-hand with 
a transformed student experience. The Building Design Team has been working since last summer to evaluate their 
current program of studies. They are refining and expanding course offerings to integrate the new Illinois Learning 
Standards and Next Generation Science Standards and expand student knowledge in Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, the Arts, and Mathematics.

“Our goal is to give students the richest possible middle school experience,” Haugens said. “By exposing them with a 
wide variety of hands-on experiences within different disciplines, they gain new opportunities for their future.” 

Phase Two of the construction, the addition of classrooms that will extend the District’s Early Childhood Learning 
Program at Hall and Winnebago, is set to begin this summer.



  “Like” Marquardt School District 15 at www.facebook.com/marquardt15 to 
   begin receiving important updates on District news, upcoming events, and 
   announcements today!
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February 14th
School Board Meeting
7:30 PM

February 20th
Presidents’ Day- No School 

February 22nd
Preschool Screening
8:45 am - 2:00 pm 
Schedule a screening appointment: 
630-469-7615 ext. 1161 
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