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DEAR COMMUNITY,
I hope you are all enjoying the warm summer days 
and are finding time to explore something new and 
exciting.  Summer at Marquardt School District 
15 is a busy time of year. Almost one in four of our 
kindergarten through 7th grade students enroll in 
our summer camps and courses that started at the 
end of June and run through the month of July. 
Thirty-five of our teachers, three secretaries, one 
nurse, and three teacher-principals support this 
five-week effort. 

Additionally, 200 of our teachers and staff 
members participated in the first-ever Marquardt 
Staff Summer Academy, a voluntary districtwide 
professional development opportunity in early 
June. Throughout the summer, teachers will come 
together to work on curriculum and plan instruction 
that aligns to the Illinois Learning Standards.  

Building maintenance is taking place at each of 
our schools to assure that the schools are ready for 
students in the fall.  Food service is busy reviewing 
and planning new menu items designed to entice 
the taste buds of our pickiest eaters while providing 
them with the healthy diet needed to grow.  All 
departments are diligently working throughout 
the summer months to make sure schools and 
staff are ready for students on August 22nd. 

This issue, I am pleased to announce some 
exciting projects that will improve the 
educational opportunities of our current and 
future generations of students. The District 
would also like to honor the graduating class 
of 2016.  I look forward to watching their 
development and success at Glenbard East High 
School.

Sincerely,  

Jerry O’Shea
Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Black Hawk Elementary School ∙ G. Stanley Hall Elementary School ∙ Marquardt Middle School ∙ Charles G. Reskin Elementary School ∙ Winnebago Elementary School
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Marquardt School District 
15 is committed to creating a 
school system where students 
gain the skills and knowledge 
necessary to become produc-
tive members of society and 
lifelong learners. 

High-functioning school sys-
tems are necessarily adaptive. 
The skillset and knowledge 
required to contribute mean-
ingfully in today’s society are 
much different from those 
needed in 1893 when the 
original Marquardt School 
was built. 

The State’s recent changes to the learning standards in science and the per-
forming/fine arts areas require more connections to technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics within these subjects to better support students in an 
increasingly competitive global economy.  These changes necessitate that 
all schools expand learning opportunities in these fields. A growing body of 
research shows that students who are given strong opportunities to acquire 
foundational skills in these fields early are more comfortable and interested 
in these subjects in high school.

In order to continue to support our mission in an advancing society, 
Marquardt School District 15 is poised to undergo an exciting 
transformation. Over the next two years, the District is investing in several 
building projects to expand academic programming and increase college 
and career readiness. 

The construction of a Marquardt Performing Arts Center, STEAM Integrat-
ed Labs, and classrooms to expand instruction in the area of Early Child-
hood Learning will provide vital educational opportunities to our students 
without increasing the annual debt-service tax rate of the District. 

continued on page 2



District 15 Selected to Receive QSCB Bond 
continued from page 1

Background

In 2009, the federal government issued Qualified School Con-
struction Bonds (QSCBs) as part of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. Approximately half of the QSCB money 
went directly to Chicago Public Schools in 2009, and the oth-
er $500,000,000 was released by the State of Illinois this past 
November.

What makes QSCBs so cost-effective is that school districts 
receive an interest refund on these bonds from the federal gov-
ernment. This means that the bonds can be sold with little to no 
interest expense. Because Marquardt School District had done advanced planning for this construction in 2012, District 
leaders were in a unique position to take advantage of this opportunity when the money was released. Out of 193 appli-
cants in Illinois, Marquardt School District 15 was 1 of 29 recipients selected and the only recipient to receive a subsidy 
in DuPage County.

Construction

The construction project will unfold in two phases: Phase 1 will be the construction of the Marquardt Performing Arts 
Center and Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) Integrated Labs at Marquardt Middle 
School (MMS). Phase 2 will be the construction of new Early Learning Program classrooms at Hall and Winnebago.

Traditional science classrooms at MMS and current spaces designated for arts instruction will be converted into STEAM 
Integrated Labs. A STEAM Integrated Lab is an innovative workshop space where students can apply concepts and skills 
across the curricular areas of science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. 

STEAM Integrated Labs will provide students the opportunity to:
 •  demonstrate creativity and ingenuity to solve real-world problems
 •  make connections in science, technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematics
 •  access a variety of dynamic, hands-on learning opportunities

The Marquardt Performing Arts Center will be used by students 
studying the visual and performing arts at MMS, as well as ele-
mentary students engaged in these disciplines. New instruction 
and performance areas will connect the MMS Commons to the 
6th Grade Center, providing greater security by creating indoor 
walkways for students and staff.

The Marquardt Performing Arts Center construction will provide 
students: 
 •  state-of-the-art 500-seat auditorium with stage
 •  new band, orchestra, chorus, drama, and art classrooms
 •  more unified middle school campus

This first phase of construction is estimated to be completed in 12-15 months and is scheduled to begin this summer. 
Upon completion of this first phase, the second phase, the addition of classrooms that will extend the District’s Early 
Childhood Learning Program, will begin. The District will share more details on the construction of the Early Child-
hood Learning Program classrooms in the upcoming year, and is looking forward to providing more opportunities to the 
youngest members of our community.



Did You Know?
     Marquardt School District 15 offers one of the largest, most comprehensive 
     and affordable summer programs in DuPage County. This year,  almost 700 
     students enrolled in 57 camp and course sessions including Young Chefs, 
     Painter’s Studio, Designing Submersibles, Engineering Flying Technologies, 
     and Young Authors. Students also have the opportunity to participate in 
     orchestra, band, and sports camps, as well as more traditional academic 
     enrichment in reading and mathematics.

Honoring the Class of 2016!
Marquardt Middle School honored the Class of 2016 at a promotion 
ceremony on Tuesday, May 31st at Glenbard East High School. Stu-
dents Ghaika Vera and Shannon Joseph led classmates, families, staff, 
and community members in the Pledge of Allegiance. Principal of 
Glenbard East, Shahe Bagdasarian, welcomed the incoming freshmen 
to high school, and MMS principal Meredith Haugens gave the Princi-
pal’s Farewell. Student representatives Krishna Shah and Erika Hasanaj 
shared reflections of their time in District 15. Students who received the 
Principal’s Award (pictured below) wore a medallion with a gold ribbon 
representing their character, leadership, or academic excellence.  Con-
gratulations Class of 2016, and good luck next year!

Summer Advancement 
for Teachers

While students 
adjusted to the 
first weeks of 
summer, over 200 
of their teachers 
were busy learnng 
as participants in 
the first annual 
Marquardt Staff 
Summer Academy 
(MSSA). 

MSSA is a two-
week, districtwide professional develop-
ment opportunity designed to address the 
diverse experiences, needs, and interests 
of the Marquardt District 15 staff. Its 25 
courses covered a wide range of topics 
targeted to maximize teacher and student 
achievement. 

Allison Sherman, the District’s Assistant 
Superintendent of Instructional Services, 
and her team developed courses that tar-
geted the most pressing needs of students. 
They identified those needs by analyzing 
staff surveys, system audits, and qualitative 
and quantitative student growth reports.

For MMS English teacher, Pattie Van-
denack, part of what made MSSA such 
a valuable learning opportunity was the 
knowledge she gained from teachers in 
other grade levels. 

“So much of teaching and learning is 
building on the knowledge and skills that 
students come with,” Vandenack said. 
“Gaining that perspective—from the teach-
ers in grade levels below and above the 
one I teach—is priceless.”

Sherman’s team, Instructional Resource 
Teachers Katie Minkalis and Linda 
Sokolowski, also drew from the expertise 
of Director of Technology Cindy Dar-
ling, Director of Special Education Amie 
Kaczmarek, and English Language Coordi-
nator Chris Starzynski when designing the 
course catalogue.

Workshops and seminars, which were led 
by experts both within and outside the 
District, focused on research-based best 
practices and pedagogy, addressed the 
unique social, emotional, behavioral, and 
academic needs of District 15 students, 
and expanded effective use of technology 
inside the classroom. 

English
Erika Hasanaj     
Treeya Desai    
Angel Cendejas     
Andrea Jovanovic    
Alexia Gonzalez     
Carly Biafora

Mathematics
Ricardo Sanchez     
Krishna Shah     
Aksh Patel

Science
Michele Gomez     
Mazin Ajmeri     
Kimberly Garcia

Encore
Music: Salvatore 
Bossolo      
Art: Gupreet Kaur
                                              
Physical Education
Dominick Cuchran     
Laura DeLaTorre     

Foreign Language
Leslie Torres     
Aaron James

ELL: Aldo Mitri       
BE: Bryan Ruiz

Band/Orchestra/Choir
Jillian Brody     
Jennifer Garcia      
Aaron Marin

Mustang Award
Martyna Szpara     
Alexia Gonzalez     
Denisa Yovova

Marquardt Music 
Boosters
Natasha Polianskis - Band     
Ghaika Vera - Orchestra      
Analy Gutierrez - Choir

MEA Citizenship 
Award
Ladaylyn Dew     
Ricardo Sanchez     
Natasha Polianskis

Principal’s Award 
Winners
Filip Bugaj
Celeste Castrovillari
Dominick Cuchran
Christian DeLaTorre
Nohemi DeLeon
Ladaylyn Dew
Erika Hasanaj
Aaron James
Shannon Joseph
Andrea Jovanovic
Jacqueline Macias 
Rios
Aksh Patel
Joselyn Perez
Connor Peterson
Krishna Shah
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July 29th
Summer School Ends

August 2nd
Late Registration Day
11:30 am - 7:00 pm                             

August 18th                                                 
Back-to-School Night
5:00 - 6:00 pm

August 22nd
First Day of School
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 Si usted desea una copia de El Mensajero (The Messenger) en español, favor de visitar nuestra página web www.d15.us.  Busque el tabulador Infor 
 mación del Distrito (District Information) y después en el Periódico del Distrito (District Newsletter) para accesar a una copia traducida hoy. 

 Jeśli chcieliby Państwo otworzyć kopię The Messenger w języku polskim, prosimy odwiedzić naszą stronę internetową, www.d15.us. Kliknąć na District 
 Information, a następnie kliknąć District Newsletter i wybrać przetłumaczony dokument.


