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DEAR COMMUNITY,
As Superintendent of Marquardt School District 15 
for the last 14 years, I have been privileged to work 
with a thoughtful, supportive Board of Education, a 
knowledgeable and highly professional administrative 
team, and a dedicated, collaborative staff.  My 
experience at this District has been exceptional, and it 
is with deep gratitude that I announce my retirement, 
effective July 1, 2015.

Over the course of my 45-year career in public 
education, I have developed meaningful and lasting 
relationships with teachers, parents, and community 
members and worked diligently to give students 
the best possible education. During my time as 
superintendent, I have been fortunate to not only 
work but live in District 15 and have watched with 
joy as my own daughters were welcomed, raised, and 
educated here.  

There is a lot to be proud of in regards to the work 
going on in District 15.  We have formed school and 
district partnership councils, developed curriculum 
aligned to the Common Core, integrated technology 
meaningfully into each school, implemented a 1-1 
computer program at Marquardt Middle School, and 
raised student achievement significantly.  The District 
continues to improve every year, and our students 
inspire, grow, and achieve every day.  I am especially 
grateful to them for the laughter and insight they have 
given me over the years.

None of our work at the District would be possible 
without the support of you, our community.  Access 
to a public education is one of the pillars of our 
democracy, yet a high quality education is never 
a guarantee.  Thank you for supporting our work 
to make this ideal a reality for every child in this 
District, and please continue to champion the work of 
Marquardt School District 15.  Truly, there is no more 
important work than this.

Sincerely,               
       
       Loren D. May
       Dr. Loren D, May, Ph.D.
       Superintendent, 2001-2015
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Marquardt Board of Education 
Appoints New Superintendent
The Marquardt Board of Education is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. 
Jerry O’Shea as the Marquardt District 15 superintendent, effective July 1, 2015.  
The Board approved O’Shea’s appointment unanimously. 

O’Shea brings a distinguished record and 
distinctive vision to this role, as well as a broad 
range of experience.  In his 25 years in public 
education, O’Shea has performed in numerous 
organizational capacities and received recognition 
for his instructional leadership and achievements 
at the local, state, and national level.  

After a decade in the classroom as an English 
teacher and reading specialist, O’Shea spent five 
years as principal of Meadow View Elementary in 
Plainfield, Illinois, before coming to District 15 in 
2005.  

For the past 10 years, O’Shea has served as 
Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services 
at the District, where he has worked alongside 
Superintendent Dr. Loren May to build a culture 
of partnership and accountability among District students, parents, staff, and 
community members. 

“Dr. O’Shea will not only sustain but enhance the work we’ve been doing in the 
District,” said Marquardt’s Board President, Bruce Barreras.  “He brings a passion 
and love of curriculum and instruction that will ensure the continued growth of our 
students.”

The Board of Education was committed to finding a candidate with a proven track 
record to keep momentum moving forward in the District.  Over the course of 
O’Shea’s time as Assistant Superintendent, reading and math scores have improved 
dramatically, and during the most recent school year, all grade levels in the District 
exceeded a year’s worth of growth in both subjects.

Additionally, the organizational health of the District, measured annually through 
staff and parent satisfaction surveys, has seen continuous improvement under 
O’Shea’s leadership.  Over a five-year period, District 15 ranked highest in 
organizational health in the areas of Cohesiveness and Goal Focus.  These particular 
dimensions of a school district have a statistical correlation with high student 
performance in schools across the country. 
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Community Corner

Foreign Language 
Selena Avalos     
Eha Srivastava

ELL
Mohammad Durrani   

BE
Miguel Hernandez
 
Band
Ava Buttacavoli      

Choir
Gregory Hudson      

Orchestra
Aneesah-Jemei L Phillips 

Mustang Award
Brooklyn Gialdini     
Sheyla Monroy    
Daniella Velasco

MEA Citizenship Award
Joseph Schwartz     
Itzel Valenciano     
Jose Serna

Marquardt Music 
Boosters
Band- Andrew Kelly      
Choir- Gabriela Gallego  
Orchestra- Christine 
Aganon

Principal’s Award 
Winners 
Christine Aganon
Kameron Alcantara
Alexis Arnieri
Jaden Duenas
Gabriela Gallego
Joselyn Molinar 
Henil Patel
Aneesah-Jemei Phillips
Alex Phung
Roniel Pontelo-Cebollero
Jose Serna
Eha Srivastava
Victoria Szczudrawa
Claus Trajko
Itzel Valenciano

2015 MMS 8th Grade Award Winners

Marquardt Middle School honored the Class of 2015 at a promotion ceremony 
held Tuesday, June 2nd at Glenbard East High School.  Students Claus Trajko and 
Gabriela Gallego led their classmates, families, staff, and community members in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Principal of Glenbard East, 
Josh Chambers, welcomed 
the incoming freshmen to 
high school and encouraged 
them to get involved and take  
advantage of every oppor-
tunity during the next four 
years. 

MMS principal, Dr. Marie 
Cimaglia, commended the 
Class of 2015 on their dedi-
cation and achievement, and 

students Kameron Alcantara and Victoria Szczudrawa shared reflections on their 
time in District 15. 

Students who achieved highest honors were recognized with medallions with 
gold ribbon for earning straight A’s each trimester of the school year and gold 
ropes for earning straight A’s their entire career at MMS.  Congratulations Class 
of 2015, and good luck next year and beyond!

This year, almost 20 different businesses 
and non-profits supported District students 
in expanding their learning both inside and 
outside of the classroom.

Chicago Blower, Cornelius, Family Home 
Health Services, Meemic Foundation,  
Target, and Target Plastics Technology 
helped purchase t-shirts for students who 
competed in Battle of the Books, a reading 
incentive program at Black Hawk, Hall,   
Reskin, and Winnebago Elementary Schools, 
in addition to Marquardt Middle School.  

At the beginning of the school year,        
Cornelius and Mission Church supplied 
backpacks for all 1st-5th graders in the 
District and Target supported the 4th and 
5th grade Opera for the Young.  DuPage 
Credit Union, Horace Mann, and Wisdom    
Insurance & Financial all contributed to 
Donors Choose teacher projects.

Additionally, Bloomingdale Park District, 
Glendale Heights Park District, Glenside 
Library, Home Depot, La Rosita and 
Target donated generously to BPAC’s spring 
event which was attended by over 200 Dis-
trict parents.

Thanks to the Illinois Holocaust Museum 
and the Meemic Foundation, MMS 8th 
graders had the opportunity to spend the day 
honoring the memories of those lost in the 
Holocaust and learned lessons on how to 
combat hatred, prejudice, and indifference. 

We are so grateful to the community for their 
continued support in our mission to help stu-
dents become productive members of society 
and life long learners!  

To find out ways you can help 
students in your community, please contact 

Rebecca Bald at 630-461-7462.

Honoring the Class of 2015!

English
Riya Patel      
Nathania Jimenez       
Veronica Koralewski
Henil Patel     
Valerie Galvez
 
Mathematics
Alexis Arnieri                              
Alex Phung                
Victoria Szczudrawa
 
Science
Mauricio Zapien                             
Jaden Duenas             
Andrius Kuprescenko
 
Music
Diego Quvedo

Art
Safa Ahmed
                                    
Physical Education 
Kevin Stallings     
Arianna King     
David Baker



To achieve this focus and cohesion at the beginning of each school year, O’Shea 
asks teachers to identify their incoming students’ greatest needs according to 
data and personalized teacher feedback from the previous year. Teachers then 
develop measurable goals in grade level teams to make certain that instruction is 
focused and effective, and at the end of the year, they are asked to report back to 
the Superintendent, the Department of Instructional Services, principal, and their 
fellow teachers on student outcomes. 

“We are trying to create a system that allows teachers to ask and answer the 
right questions around instruction, curriculum, and assessment,” O’Shea says.  
“A system that helps inform the moment-to-moment decisions of teachers and 
ensure teachers are using effective, research-based practices on a daily basis.”

In the past several years, O’Shea has implemented a teacher evaluation 
framework and designed a standards-based curriculum that aligns to the new, 
more rigorous state standards and allows for more productive conversations with 
teachers.  During his time at the District, O’Shea has built a reputation as an energetic, demanding, and collaborative leader who 
gives a lot to teachers and families and expects a lot in return.  

O’Shea believes that strengthening the partnerships between students, parents, and teachers is vital to providing every child in 
Marquardt District 15 with the rich educational experience they deserve.  He looks forward to continuing to fulfill the District’s 
mission to implement an educational program which provides students with the skills and knowledge necessary to become 
productive members of society and life long learners.   

New Superintendent O’Shea Brings Energy, Experience
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Teachers Gain Skills While Students on Break
For educators in District 15, summer not only provides a chance to reflect on 
the previous year and prepare for the next, but it is also time for more special-
ized, labor-intensive teacher training.   

“Summer is a time for a teacher to be a learner,” says Katie Minkalis, a curric-
ulum specialist at District 15.  Minkalis and colleague Linda Sokolowski work 
with the Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services and other teacher 
leaders to design workshops that challenge and inspire staff all through the 
summer.  

In addition to attending workshops, seminars, and conferences, teachers use the 
summer months to learn new technology or curriculum programs, try out new 
strategies in summer school, or work on Master’s or Doctorate degrees.  They 

stay up-to-date with fresh techniques and methods in order to overcome classroom challenges and fine-tune their practice.

On June 12th, a week after students began summer break, 50 teachers and administrators met at the District office to learn from 
literacy specialist and co-author of Falling in Love with Close Reading, Kate Roberts.  Last year, 6th-8th grade District teach-
ers piloted Roberts’s strategies for close reading with great success.  The Instructional Services team wanted to deepen those 
teachers’ shared understanding of this important skill and broaden the discussion to the elementary teachers.  Amanda Burdi, a 
3rd grade teacher from Winnebago who attended the seminar, says developing her practice at workshops like these is vital to her 
success as an educator.

“During the school year, teachers are in the implementation phase.  They are putting the plans they created in the summer into 
practice, evaluating their outcomes, and improving as needed,” Burdi says.  “Over the summer, teachers are able to spend more 
time thinking and learning about new strategies.”  In the next eight weeks, Burdi is attending six different District-led work-
shops and seminars as well as completing her ESL endorsement at National-Louis University.  Burdi and many other devoted 
teacher leaders are excited to see the impact of their summer learning on student engagement and growth in the District this fall. 
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August 4th
Late Registration Day, 11:30 AM - 7:00 PM
Marquardt Middle School

August 20th & 21st
Teacher Institute Days - No School

August 24th
First Day of School for Students

Late registration for the 2015-16 school year for Black Hawk, Hall, Reskin, Winnebago,
 and Marquardt Middle schools will be held on Tuesday, August 4th from 11:30 AM -7:00 PM 

at Marquardt Middle School, located at 1912 Glen Ellyn Road, Glendale Heights.
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