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DEAR COMMUNITY,
The last issue of The Messenger showcased 
several community partners who have gone 
the extra mile to support the work of our 
teachers and students. This issue, we are 
profiling people within the District who 
are making unique contributions to our 
community.

In partnership with teachers, staff members, 
and non-profit organizations, the Marquardt 
Student Serving Society (MSSS), a group 
of 50 seventh graders at Marquardt Middle 
School, engages in community service 
projects that develop their social, as well as 
academic, skills and abilities, and show how 
a small group can have a big impact beyond 
the classroom.

This issue, I am also pleased to introduce 
you to two exemplary leaders who have 
recently accepted principalships in District 
15. Karen Marino, the next principal of 
Hall Elementary, and David Rojas, the 
next principal of Reskin Elementary, both 
represent the values of our mission and 
vision, while possessing the experience 
required to accelerate student growth. 

Finally, we continue our “Board of 
Education: Member Spotlight” series with a 
profile of the President of the Board, Bruce 
Barreras. Mr. Barreras became involved in 
the District over 20 years ago as a parent, 
and his unique expertise and perspective as 
a businessman have been invaluable to the 
health of our school system. Thank you for 
reading, and for all you do to support our 
schools and students.
Sincerely,  
       Jerry O’Shea
       Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D.
      Superintendent of Schools
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Marquardt School District is pleased to 
announce the hiring of two new principals 
for the 2016-17 school year. David Rojas 
has been named the new principal of Reskin 
Elementary School and Karen Marino as the 
new principal of G. Stanley Hall Elementary 
School. 

Rojas comes from West Aurora District 129, 
where he has been the principal of Nancy 
Hill Elementary School for the past two 
years.  Prior to that, he was a co-principal in 
Bensenville School District 2, as well as an 
ELL Coordinator. There, he gained substantial experience in academic 
differentiation and language acquisition.  

In his first year as principal of Reskin, Rojas will focus on getting to 
know his students and teachers, whom he calls “the heartbeat of the 
school,” as well as the parents and community. Rojas, his wife, and two 
children live nearby in Glen Ellyn. He will take over for Jacob 
Engler, principal of Reskin for the past 7 years, who has accepted a 
principalship closer to home.

“I am very interested in hearing what Reskin means to parents,” Rojas 
explained. “What are their hopes and dreams for their children?” Re-
search supports Rojas’s view: when schools, families, and communities 
work together to support learning, children do better in school, stay in 
school longer, and like school more. 

For the past two years, Marino has been 
the principal of Hiawatha Elementary 
School (K-5) in Berwyn School District 
100. She has also served as the District 
Director of the Response to Intervention 
(RtI) program. Prior to being an adminis-
trator, Karen was a reading specialist and 
taught third and fourth grade.  Marino 
replaces Cynthia Church, who is retir-
ing this year after 27 years of service in 
District 15. 

“It has been extremely evident from the 
first time I walked into District 15 that 

students are truly the heart of the District,” Marino said of what drew her 
to the position.
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Student Serving Society Makes Big Impact
The Marquardt Student Serving Society is a new student organization devoted to empowering Marquardt middle 
schoolers through service to others. Throughout the year, an all volunteer team of MMS teachers and District staff work 
alongside students in four service projects, the last of which students chose and planned on their own. In September, 
MMS teachers and administrators selected 50 seventh graders to participate in the group’s first cohort. They focused on 
identifying students who might not ordinarily be chosen for or have the opportunity to participate in leadership or service 
opportunities. 

“I have felt for a long time that we won’t be able to get kids to love learning until they learn to love themselves,” MMS 
secretary, Therese Ziecina said of participating in the group. “Helping others is a way to do that.”

MSSS is the brainchild of Ziecina and Mary Ellen Graf, Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent, who have facilitated the group together throughout the year. After an 
orientation and team-building session in September, MSSS students went right to work 
volunteering with Blessings in a Backpack. This organization, which was spearheaded 
locally by Director of Food and Nutrition Services, Sandy Voss, mobilizes communities, 
individuals, and resources to provide food on the weekends for elementary school chil-
dren across America who might otherwise go hungry. 

MSSS gives seventh grade students the chance to increase academic engagement, im-
prove college and workplace readiness, and experience active citizenship. Since the 
service-learning movement started in the nineties, studies have shown consistently that 

becoming involved in service at a young age has a profoundly positive impact on a student’s intellectual, emotional, and 
social well-being. Students who get involved in service organizations are less likely to engage in unhealthy behaviors and 
more likely to graduate from college. 

In November, MSSS students and over 20 teachers, staff members, and MMS administrators teamed up to participate in 
a community Rake & Run. The event, in which participants raked 20 lawns throughout Glendale Heights, supported and 
honored local senior citizens. 

“The Serving Society has had a tremendously positive impact on MMS,” Marquardt Middle School Principal Meredith 
Haugens said. “The life experiences and sense of compassion these students have learned through service is impacting 
their lives and becoming embedded in who they are as individuals.”

In the months when students do not have a project scheduled, they are invited to 
the District Office for lunch, team building, and leadership training. Additionally, 
each MSSS student is sponsored by a teacher or staff member who send their stu-
dent monthly notes of support. The notes are anonymous and offer encouragement, 
recognize a service or achievement, or include some other positive message.

Most recently, the group traveled to Schaumberg’s Feed My Starving Children 
distribution center to hand-pack meals specifically formulated for malnourished 
children across the globe. Students raised money prior to the trip to go toward the 
donated meals. With a single meal costing 22 cents, MSSS’s afternoon of work 
will feed 36 children for an entire year. 

In an effort to evaluate the effectiveness of their program, MSSS staff leaders 
recently gathered feedback from student participants. Students discussed how their experience in the group has helped 
them realize that they should “give back to society” and “help someone that doesn’t have the things that we do.” One stu-
dent emphasized how much fun she had helping. Another student said that joining MSSS inspired him to, “do something 
great in my life.”

Seventh grader Carlos Garcia said that MSSS has helped him appreciate the opportunities and advantages in his own life. 
Being a part of the group has given Garcia what he calls self-pride. “When I get home and tell my mom what we did as a 
group,” Garcia said, “I get a feeling that I am not messing up in life. I am doing good and that is what matters.”

MSSS students will finish the year completing restoration and beautification projects at schools across the District. With 
the help of Director of Building and Grounds, Bill Brown, MSSS student-leaders presented the upcoming projects to the 
rest of the membership last month. Several students have chosen a project that would bring them back to the elementary 
school they once attended. To see these projects take shape in the coming weeks or to hear real-time stories about what’s 
happening in District 15,“like” Marquardt School District 15 at: www.facebook.com/marquardt15 today.
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Board of Education: Member Spotlight

Innovative District 15 teachers continue to 
use DonorsChoose.org to support special 
projects going on in their classrooms. 
Harnessing the power of technology, 
DonorsChoose.org mobilizes support for stu-
dents by helping the community give directly 
to teachers. 

If you or your business would like to make 
a special contribution that will immediately 
impact the work going on in the classroom, 
please consider choosing a District 15 project 
that inspires you today.

Marquardt School District 15 is governed by a locally elected 
seven-member Board of Education. Members are elected to four-year 
terms in April of odd-numbered years and serve without compensation.

Marquardt School District 15’s Board 
President Bruce Barreras has served as a 
board member since 2002 and as 
president since 2013. Barreras first got 
involved in the District when his son, 
Brad, started kindergarten at Hall 
Elementary School. His daughter, 
Vicki, also attended elementary and 
middle school in District 15.

Native to California, Barreras attended 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) as a child, where his 
appreciation for public education grew. 
Though Barreras is naturally 
technically-minded—he has spent his 

life in the information technology industry---his experience in LAUSD 
allowed him to apply this skillset to study the trumpet. His early music 
education as a trumpet player influences Barreras to this day and in-
spired his recent study of classical guitar.

Barreras started his college career as a Business Administration major 
at the University of Southern California. He worked for Montgomery 
Ward to finance his post-secondary education and midway through his 
studies, he was offered an opportunity to join the newly formed Store 
Systems Division of the company in Chicago. This division would ulti-
mately be responsible for implementing the first-ever back office busi-
ness computer system at Montgomery Ward stores across the country. 

Though his academic studies were put on hold, Barreras’s early work 
experience jumpstarted a career in the information technology 
industry. Over the years, he has worked for Electronic Data Systems, 
Hewlett-Packard, ACS, and Xerox, and is currently a US IT Director at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. In this executive role, Barreras leads teams 
that deliver technical infrastructure solutions and drive major enterprise 
change and transition initiatives for the Midwest. 

Not long after his move to Chicago, Barreras settled with his family in 
Glendale Heights, where he purchased his first home and has lived ever 
since. For Barreras, the most rewarding part of being President of the 
Board of Education is the opportunity to lead a diverse group of com-
munity members and educators. 

“To know that your life experiences and perspectives can add value 
to the educational community,” Barreras says, “has been a humbling 
experience for me.” 

When he is not working, running Board of Education meetings, or 
spending time with his family, Barerras enjoys cycling and support-
ing various causes, especially the American Diabetes Association and 
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. Most recently, he went back 
to finish the degree he started at USC, and now holds a degree from 
Northwestern University’s Organization Behavior: Business Leader-
ship Program.   

New Leaders 
Bring Experience, Expertise
For Marino, providing learning experienc-
es that allow students to actively explore, 
inquire, and problem solve is critical to en-
suring the school’s growth. She understands 
that this work is supported and enhanced by 
an engaging and individualized curriculum 
that is taught by adults who model the right 
mindsets for learning: perseverance, flexibili-
ty, empathy, resilience, and optimism. 

By cultivating these mindsets, Marino says, 
“students are empowered to do their best and 
meet any goals and expectations ahead of 
them.”

Marino, her husband, and two children live 
in Glendale Heights, where her kids attend 
schools in District 16. 

“Both Karen and David bring additional 
expertise that will strengthen our leadership 
team and both are well suited to support the 
particular needs of Hall and Reskin,” Dr. 
Jerry O’Shea, Superintendent of Schools, 
said. “We are very excited to have them as a 
part of our school community.” Marino and 
Rojas begin their positions on July 1st. 

continued from page 1

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
Step 1: Go to DonorsChoose.org
Step 2: Type in the zipcode 60139 
or the zipcode 60108 
Step 3: Select a District 15 project to help fund
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1860 Glen Ellyn Road
Glendale Heights, IL 

60139

MARQUARDT

The Messenger is published by Marquardt School District 15 
to inform community members of news and 

programs in the District.
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Connie Kelly, Vice-President

Jean Randazzo, Board Secretary
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Danuta Polsakiewicz

Rich Pugh

Superintendent

        Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D.
630-469-7615
joshea@d15.us
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THEupcoming events

May 30th
No School - Memorial Day

May 31st
Last Attendence Day for Students                              

June 1st
Teacher Institute Day
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 Si usted desea una copia de El Mensajero (The Messenger) en español, favor de visitar nuestra página web www.d15.us.  Busque el tabulador Infor 
 mación del Distrito (District Information) y después en el Periódico del Distrito (District Newsletter) para accesar a una copia traducida hoy. 

 Jeśli chcieliby Państwo otworzyć kopię The Messenger w języku polskim, prosimy odwiedzić naszą stronę internetową, www.d15.us. Kliknąć na District 
 Information, a następnie kliknąć District Newsletter i wybrać przetłumaczony dokument.


