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DEAR COMMUNITY,
Four times a year, we have the opportunity to 
share important District updates and news in 
The Messenger.  The purpose of this newsletter 
is to give you a current understanding of our 
mission, goals, accomplishments, and needs as 
a school system, as well as to provide you with 
a window into the work going on in our schools 
every day.

In this issue of The Messenger, you will meet 
an alumnus who returned to Marquardt to 
teach, two community members who have 
found creative ways to impact schools, and the 
music department that is utilizing a community 
grant to bring some unique experiences into 
the classrooms.  This issue will also provide 
you with a snapshot of our most recent student 
learning data.  Throughout the 2015-2016 
school year, the District and schools will use 
student data to identify areas for curricular and 
instructional focus and monitoring in order to 
improve student learning.

This fall, the District continues work started 
over the summer when teachers and staff 
together read the book, Mindset in the 
Classroom by Mary Cay Ricci.  Mindset is an 
idea popularized by Stanford psychologist, 
Carol Dweck, who studied student achievement 
and success.  A simple idea, mindset is the belief 
that a student’s abilities, talents, and intelligence 
are developed and nurtured though dedication 
and hard work, thus creating a “growth mindset” 
within students.  The District will continue to 
study and develop its ability to support and 
nurture a growth mindset within all of our 
students. For additional information and a short 
video on mindset go to https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=pN34FNbOKXc.   

Thank you for taking the time to read The 
Messenger and for continuing to support 
our District as it works to fulfill its mission 
to implement an educational program that 
provides students with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to become lifelong learners and 
productive members of society.

Sincerely,  
 
        Jerry O’Shea
         Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D
         Superintendent of Schools

Black Hawk Elementary School ∙ G. Stanley Hall Elementary School ∙ Marquardt Middle School ∙ Charles G. Reskin Elementary School ∙ Winnebago Elementary School
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Students Gain in Mathematics, Reading
As the District waits for the State to release individual students’ PARCC results, 
we continue to use Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) Measures of 
Academic Progress (MAP) to provide data on work with students.  The NWEA 
is a not-for-profit organization committed to helping school districts improve 
learning for students.  They partner with more than 2,200 school districts to help 
teachers increase the academic growth of their students.

This year’s MAP data comes with higher norms to reflect the higher State 
standards.  The table below shows a sample of spring 2015 MAP academic 
growth results in both mathematics and reading from kindergarten and grades 
two, four, six, and eight. The District continues to show positive growth in 
student achievement.
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Additionally, Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) are three 
targets that the State uses to assess English Language Learners’ progress within 
the District.  The three areas are: student progress toward English proficiency, 
students reaching English proficiency, and English language learners meeting 
Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) in both English language arts and mathematics.  In 
the spring of 2015, the District received its AMAO results from the State and met 
all three categories for AMAOs.  This target is achieved by less than a third of 
school districts in the State and is a testament to the hard work and high skill level 
of ESL/BL teachers,



If you would like to find out more about the Blessings in a Backpack program, contact Sandy Voss at SVoss@d15.us or 630-858-3850 x 6263

Community Corner
Marquardt District 15 alumni find a variety of ways to support 
teachers and students in the District. Here are two recent examples of 
former students who, along with their families, have continued to make 
an impact in our schools after promotion day.

Just two years ago, Glenbard East student Krystal Jimenez was 
walking the halls of Marquardt Middle School. This fall, when she 
received an email asking for volunteers for Blessings in a Backpack, a 
food and nutrition program at several of our schools, Jimenez forward-
ed the information to her father to see how she and her family could 
help.  

“I wanted to give back to the school I went to,” Jimenez said, “I live 
right next door, and I thought I could help.”  

District 15’s Blessings in a Backpack program is 
sponsored locally by PGA golfer Mark Wilson 
and his wife, Amy.  Nationwide, the program 
impacts 78,000 students in 45 states. Now, every 
few Thursdays in between homework and club 
soccer practice, Jimenez returns to her former 
school to help pack healthy snacks for current 
students.

But the Jimenez family didn’t stop there. After 
receiving the information from his daughter, 
Juan Jimenez spoke to his co-workers at 
Essendant, a logistics company located in Carol 
Stream, who then made a generous financial 
contribution to the program.

“Marquardt has given so much to our family,” Juan Jimenez expained. 
“This was the least we could do.” 

    . . . 
Not long ago, kids reading comic books in school were sent to the 
principal’s office. Nowadays, top literacy experts regard classic comics 
like Superman and their literary cousins, graphic novels, as powerful 
educational tools. Comic books can both interest a reluctant reader and 
challenge a reader who is more comfortable with traditional literature. 

Thanks to Jason Passini, a Marquardt Middle 
School alumnus and owner of Got Comics! in 
Glendale Heights, and his father and 
co-owner of the store, John Passini, middle 
school students now have an extensive collec-
tion of classic comics right at their fingertips. 

Last spring, John Passini reached out to the 
District to see how he and his son could 
contribute to our schools.  Though not educators 
themselves, these small business owners come 
from a family of teachers and were excited to be 
able to give back in their own way. 

“Our schools are facing financial challenges and 
can use all of the help that they can get to keep 
students interested and involved,” John Passini 

said. “It’s gratifying to be able to contribute to the school system in 
other ways.”  

Jason Passini, whose art classes at Marquardt helped him appreciate 
the illustrations that fill the worlds of his comics, carefully 
selected issues for the collection. Joan Stoiber, the middle school’s 
media specialist, said her students were “happily surprised” to see the 
collection available next to the graphic novels and how-tos on writing 
and drawing comics, especially when the Fantastic Four movie was 
out in theaters. She and her staff are thrilled to add this new genre to 
the Learning and Media Center. 

Alumnus Returns to Teach
For Joe Waytula, one of nine new teachers in District 
15 this year, his first day of teaching was like coming 
home.  

“I really believe it was 
fate for me to come back 
to District 15,” said 
Waytula, an alumnus of 
Black Hawk Elementary, 
Marquardt Middle School 
and Glenbard East. For 
Waytula, a recent graduate 
of Bradley University, 
his desire to teach began 
while visiting his aunt’s 
special education class-
room when he was very 
young.  

“I’ve known I was born to 
be a teacher for as long as 
I can remember,” Waytula 
said. “Some of my earliest 
memories from elemen-
tary school include me asking my teachers for extra 
worksheets to bring home so I could teach my brother 
whatever I learned.”  

Waytula’s family moved to Glendale Heights, a 
community he values for its compassion and diversity, 
in the early 2000s. He jokes the “double homework” 
his little brother once complained about is now helping 
him succeed as an industrial engineering major.  

Last spring, after graduating with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Special Education, Waytula was determined 
to return to the district that helped foster his desire to 
teach. Though there were no immediate openings in 
Special Education, he continued to check the postings 
until a position opened up at Hall Elementary School, 
where he now teaches fifth graders with special needs. 

While at Bradley, Waytula was the Executive Vice 
President of Big Brothers and Big Sisters and the Di-
rector of Press Relations for the Interfraternity Council.  
He has received numerous awards and distinctions over 
the years, including the Village of Glendale Heights 
Character Counts Pillar Award and the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award.

As Waytula begins his teaching career in District 15, he 
brings with him these valuable experiences and distinc-
tions along with a great sense of duty as an alumnus. 
He is excited to learn from his passionate, experienced 
colleagues in District 15, some of whom taught him ten 
years ago. 

“This is the place where I began to discover who I was, 
and what I wanted to do with my life,” Waytula said. 
“I feel that it is now my obligation to give every single 
one of my students the same positive experience.”  



District Awarded $40,000 for Music Program
This summer, the JCS Fund of the DuPage Foundation awarded two grants 
to District 15 as part of the 2015-2016 Young People’s Music Initiative. 
The sponsors of this fund believe that young people who play, hear, and 
appreciate classical and orchestral music lead better, more successful, and 
rewarding lives. They support preschool, elementary, and high school in-
strumental music programs.

“As a result of budget constraints, schools throughout DuPage have been 
forced to reduce funding for instrumental music programs,” said Barb 
Szczepaniak, Foundation Director of Programs. “The Young People’s 
Music Initiative grants awarded over the past few years have helped fill the 
gap and have enriched the music education of thousands of students in our 
community.”

The first grant, awarded to Marquardt’s elementary schools, will provide 
primary students the opportunity to use electronic keyboards for the first 
time by funding electronic music labs at each of the four elementary 
schools. These labs will accomodate eight students and a teacher simultane-
ously. Using a system of headphones and microphones, students can work 
independently in a virtual practice room, and with the touch of a button, a 
teacher can remove those virtual walls to provide for teacher broadcasts or 
ensemble performances. 

Most very young children begin playing music on either a keyboard or 
recorder.  The keyboard works particularly well because all of the notes are 
laid out in a highly visible manner.  Additionally, students struggling with 
motor control can experience success just by finding and pressing the desired 
keys. The electronic keyboards purchased with the JCS Fund grant will be 
used as the inital introduction to instrument playing in second grade and as an 
introduction to recorder training in grade three. 

The second grant will fund mentor support and instrument purchases for the 
Marquardt Middle School Concert Band and Orchestra.  District 15 has 
approximately 400 students in grades four through eight who participate in 
the various band and orchestra programs and about half of that group partici-
pates in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grade Concert Band and Orchestra.

Through this generous grant, the Band and Orchestra will have the opportu-
nity to receive side-by-side mentoring with a college wind or string player.  
Each Marquardt student will sit with a college player who will perform the 
same music part as the middle school student.  The “rehearsal” will be led by 
the director of the college wind or string ensemble.  
 
Additionally, the grant money will be used to purchase new instruments like 
full-sized tubas, trombones, and Jupiter bass clarinets. District 15 has a rich 
tradition of seeking out grants in order to advance instruction and enhance 
opportunities for teachers and students. Organizations like DuPage 
Foundation offer school districts a way to access private monies to do public 
good, and the results are often extraordinary for students. 

On September 16, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released the initial, and still incomplete, statewide results from the 
first Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) test. While the numbers are not final, the State 
knows that the percentage of students who demonstrate proficiency is lower than the percentage of students who were proficient 
on the previous ISAT tests. These results reflect a more rigorous set of Illinois State Standards and are consistent with national 
trends. Last spring was the first year District students took the new PARCC assessment, and results will improve as teachers make 
instructional adjustments to help meet the higher standards. These initial results are simply a new baseline from which the State 
and the District will move forward.  The PARCC results are only one of many factors that inform the accountability system in 
the District and will never be used in isolation to drive school interventions or student decisions. Learning is a fluid and dynamic 
process that cannot be simplified into one test score; however, along with other indicators, assessments like PARCC can be helpful 
tools in determining where and how our District is succeeding and where and how we must improve.  

New State Standards Provide Opportunity for Growth
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THEupcoming events

November 10th
School Board Meeting
7:30 PM

November 23rd
No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 24th-27th
Thanksgiving Break
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