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DEAR COMMUNITY,
Four times a year, we have the opportunity to 
share important District updates and news in 
The Messenger. This issue features a group 
of seventh graders who are thinking globally, 
and a profile on Board Secretary and lifelong 
Glendale Heights resident, Jean Randazzo. 

This issue will also provide you with a 
snapshot of our most recent student learning 
data. Throughout the school year, the District 
and its schools will use the 2015-16 student 
data to identify and address areas to improve  
instruction and learning.

Lastly, we are excited to share that Reskin 
Elementary School was recently ranked as 
one of the “Top 10 Best Elementary Schools 
in DuPage County” by Chicago Magazine. 
The magazine ranked the top public schools 
in Chicago, Cook County, and the five  
surrounding counties. 

By including factors such as student growth 
in their metrics, Chicago calls this year’s data 
“smarter, fairer, and more reliable” than ever 
before. 

Congratulations to Reskin staff members, and 
all of their partners in collaboration across the 
District and community, on the hard work that 
led to this distinction.

Thank you for reading and for continuing to 
support the children of our community. 

Sincerely,                  Jerry O’Shea
         
 Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D
        
 Superintendent of Schools

Black Hawk Elementary School ∙ G. Stanley Hall Elementary School ∙ Marquardt Middle School ∙ Charles G. Reskin Elementary School ∙ Winnebago Elementary School
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The quality of a school or school system 
is an essential consideration for parents of 
school-aged children. 

A school’s environment and culture, teach-
er quality and expertise, as well as parent 
engagement and support, contribute to the 
overall health of a school and in turn, the 
growth and performance of its students. 

Chicago Magazine, in partnership with the 
research nonprofit RTI International, recent-
ly used data from the Illinois State Board of 

Education to rank schools whose data placed them in the top-tier performance 
category in the Chicago area public elementary and high schools. 

RTI researchers calculated their rankings using:

  • PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers)  
    Attainment

  • NWEA MAP (Northwest Evaluation Association/Measures of Academic 
    Progress) growth in math and reading

  • Average daily attendance

  • Spending per pupil

  • Parent and student surveys

Based on these metrics, Reskin 
Elementary School was named one 
of the Top 10 Elementary Schools in 
DuPage County. 

By using a number of factors rath-
er than a single test result (as the 
magazine had done in the past), the 
researchers took, in their words, “the 
fullest possible measure of a school’s 
health.”



Just as parents rely on data to un-
derstand the success of their child’s 
school, school districts also utilize 
the best tools and data available to 
regularly assess the effectiveness 
of their own system. Marquardt 
School District 15 uses two assess-
ments to measure academic prog-
ress: NWEA’s MAP assessment and 
the state PARCC exams. 

The table to the right shows the 
last three years of MAP academic 
growth results in reading from kin-
dergarten and grades two, four, six, 
and eight. The District continues 
to show steady positive growth in 
student achievement in reading. 

Last summer, teachers attended 
professional development on the 
subjects of foundational reading 
skills, improving students’ writing, creating engaging English Language Arts classrooms, and using assessment data to improve 
reading. Teams of teachers also set targeted goals around key literacy and numeracy skills each school year. Then, they meet to 
share resources and effective teaching strategies with one another throughout the year.

Student growth in math is positive 
in most grade levels tested, but not 
across the board. The changes in the 
new Illinois math standards have 
shifted the focus and increased the 
level of mathematical rigor across the 
grades.  The District is addressing the 
shift by piloting math resources that 
provide additional hands-on manip-
ulatives and digital tools that can 
better support instruction and learning 
around the new state standards. 

Next summer, teachers will receive 
training in the use of the newly adopt-
ed materials. The construction of the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) 
Integrated Labs at Marquardt Middle 
School will also support efforts to 
increase student achievement through 
expanded programming in these 
fields.  

Last spring was the second year students in grades 3-8 took the PARCC state assessment.  Individual student results will be coming home 
soon with students.  In the area of English Language Arts, the District’s reading and writing PARCC scale scores fall within 1 to 2 points 
of the State’s average, depending on the particular grade level. In math, the District’s average scores fall within 1 to 2 points of the State 
average at the elementary level, and 6 to 12 points below the State’s average at the middle school.  

The District plans to close instructional gaps by aligning curriculum and resources to the State standards and by helping teachers develop 
academic goals that target the instructional needs of their students. PARCC and NWEA MAP results are only two of the many factors 
that inform the accountability system in the District. These first two years of results are consistent with national trends and provide a new 
baseline from which the State and the District will move forward.

Student Growth Results 2015-2016



MMS Kicks Off Legacy Project Board of Education: 
Member Spotlight

Marquardt School District 15 is governed by a locally elected 
seven-member Board of Education. Members are elected to 
four-year terms in April of odd-numbered years and serve 
without compensation.

As a District 15 alumnus, a 
mother of two children who 
attended Hall and Marquardt 
Middle School, and a grand-
mother of a current preschool-
er at Winnebago, few have a 
broader, more comprehensive 
understanding of the school 
system than Board of Educa-
tion Secretary, Jean Randazzo. 

Randazzo attended both Hall 
Elementary School and 
Marquardt Middle School as 
a student. While at MMS, the 
entire school was housed in one building and the walls sep-
arating classrooms had been removed to promote collabora-
tion. When Randazzo’s daughter and son began at Hall years 
later, she decided to volunteer, despite her demanding work 
schedule at United Airlines. 

Inspired by the diverse needs of her children’s classmates, 
Randazzo then joined the Hall Boosters and began to attend 
Board of Education meetings, with the hope of better under-
standing how parents like her could support students and their 
teachers.

“I never fully realized my passion for learning until my chil-
dren entered school and I began volunteering in their class-
rooms,” Randazzo said. 

She was particularly moved by the difference that parents 
could make in the classroom. “I remember my son’s kinder-
garten class had two students who had never held a pencil or 
a pair of scissors,” Randazzo said. “I was thrilled when they 
were finally able to write their names and proud knowing I 
had played a part in that.”

It wasn’t long before Randazzo was a member of the Board 
of Education. In her 16 years on the school board and 32 
years working for United Airlines, Randazzo has honed an 
ability to address challenges and changes beyond her control. 
She has learned to listen for and ask “why” and “what are our 
options?” and is known for her measured approach to prob-
lem-solving.

Over the course of her lifetime, Randazzo has not only 
witnessed the changes and challenges in the school system, 
but continuously worked to find solutions that have helped to 
create a safe, supportive, and engaging learning environment 
for the children in her community.

As for her three-year-old grandson and his classmates, who 
have only just begun their journey through Marquardt School 
District, Randazzo is excited about what the future holds. 

“I hope that we are able to keep the momentum going to ensure 
the success of all of the children from our community,” 
Randazzo said, “and that they truly do become life long learners.” 

It all began…
Last year, sixth graders at Mar-
quardt Middle School took part in 
a year-long interdisciplinary unit 
focused on the topic of water sup-
ply usage. Supported by a Meemic 
Foundation grant awarded to 
math teacher, Sarah Slater, stu-
dents worked across disciplines to 
deepen their understanding of how 
water is used around the world.

Students read Linda Sue Park’s A Long Walk to Water in language 
arts class, practiced Handel’s Water Music in music, studied water’s 
life cycle and how water relates to the body in science and math, and 
as a culminating project, worked together to design their own water 
filters. Speakers from local groups like SCARCE, an ecology edu-
cation organization in DuPage County, visited the students through-
out the year to help them understand how water impacts their own 
community. 

One day…
A group of sixth grade girls approached Language Arts/Social Stud-
ies teacher Nicole Gentry after school. Her class had just finished 
reading A Long Walk to Water, the best-selling novel that tells the true 
story of Salva Dut, a Sudanese refugee who led 1,500 boys safely out 
of his war-torn country, and a story, based on real events, of a young 
Sudanese girl named Nya who walked for hours every day to get 
water for her family.

Salva and Nya are 11 years old at the beginning of the novel, the 
same age as the students in Gentry’s class. Inspired by the story and 
concerned about a growing clean water crisis---by 2025, an estimated 
1.8 billion people will live in areas where potable water is scarce---, 
the young women decided to act. 

“We have everything we need to survive,” seventh grader, Sabina 
Emena, said. “They don’t have everything---and the money we raise 
isn’t just going to help them get water. Where people build wells, 
schools, hospitals, and markets are built too.”

By the time it was spring…
The students teamed up with Water for South Sudan, a non-profit 
founded by Salva Dut, the boy from the novel. His organization’s 
mission is to provide access to clean water and facilitate hygiene 
education by drilling wells in villages without a safe, clean water 
source. The girls have committed to raising $15,000 by the time they 
graduate from MMS to fund the well. 

For Gentry, her students’ project, called the Legacy Project, illus-
trates the power literature has to open a student’s world. “As they 
read the book, they took a journey with Nya and Salva,” Gentry said, 
“and began to empathize with the characters.” With Gentry’s help, 
the students turned that empathy into action. 

Thanks to seventh graders Emily Reiche, Ryann Rymarcsuk, Kelly 
Panariti, Tori DiFronzo, Sabina Emena, Hermyonee Johnson, Afiya 
Hussain, Bella Kitch, Monserrat Mendoza, and to staff leaders Gen-
try, Carly Jungnickel, and Mary Ellen Graf for supporting a project 
that will impact others well beyond graduation day. 

If you would like to contribute to the MMS Legacy Project and help 
to fund a well in South Sudan, please go to https://www.crowdrise.
com/nicolegentry#projects or stop by any Marquardt School 
District 15 school and make a donation today. 
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November 15th 
School Board Meeting
7:30 PM

November 21st
No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences
*Community Computer Sale* 

*See www.facebook.com/marquardt15 for details*

November 22nd-25th
Thanksgiving Break
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  Marquardt School District 15 is hosting a Coffee Talk on the topic of speech and language development in  
  preschool-aged children on November 7th, 2016 from 4:00-5:00 pm at the Administration Center.  If you 
  are an early childhood provider and are interested in attending this free professional development, please 
  contact Amie Kaczmarek, Director of  Special Education, at 630-469-7615 ext. 1081 or akaczmarek@d15.us. 

 ATTENTION EARLY CHILDHOOD PROVIDERS:


