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News from Marquardt Elementary School District 15

DEAR COMMUNITY,
As the school year comes to a close, the District 
has been completing the End of Year PARCC 
assessments.  This is the second set of PARCC testing.  
The first, called Performance Based Assessments, 
took place in March.  

As shared in earlier District newsletters, Illinois 
is among a group of states participating in the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC) – an assessment of applied 
knowledge designed to meet the new Illinois learning 
standards.  

PARCC is the State’s new assessment system for 2015 
and is designed to measure a full range of student 
knowledge and higher-order critical thinking skills 
focused on communicating effectively and problem 
solving.   

Over the last several years, the District has 
redeveloped its curriculum to align with the new 
Illinois State Standards. 

The District looks forward to the fall when the 
State releases the test results and the District can 
analyze next steps to continue to support students in 
developing the knowledge and skills necessary to be 
successful in and beyond school.

Additional PARCC resources can be found at http://
www.parcconline.org/for-parents and Illinois State 
Board of Education & Illinois PTA:  Parents’ Guide to 
New Assessment in Illinois at http://www.isbe.net/
assessment/pdfs/parcc/parcc-pta-guide-0214.pdf.

Thank you for your continuous support of the schools 
in working with the children of Marquardt Elementary 
School District 15.
 
Sincerely,
          Jerry O’Shea
          Dr. Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D.
           Assistant Superintendent 
            of Instructional Services
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KIDS FIRST: with funding 
cuts, teachers step up

In the past five years, cuts in state 
aid and drops in EAV have resulted 
in substantial budget cuts.  When the 
District needed to cut $20,000 for 
special classroom projects in order to 
balance their budget in 2013, District 
leaders turned to their talented staff, 
the generosity of the community, 
and a revolutionary online charity, 
DonorsChoose.org, for support.

The Beginning

District employees Mary Ellen Graf 
and Kristi Balinski encouraged teachers 
to keep creating special projects for 
their students, but to use an alternative 
source, DonorsChoose.org, to fund them.  
DonorsChoose.org gives public school 
teachers a forum to post classroom project 
requests.  

The District was committed to making 
sure that funding cuts had as little impact 
on the quality of classroom instruction as 
possible and saw DonorsChoose.org as a 
way forward.

Graf and Balinski provided drop-in sessions 
for teachers to learn how the charity works 
and receive help developing their projects.  
Mary Jo Sinchak, a reading teacher at 
Marquardt Middle School, has worked to 
fund five book projects this year alone.

“We did learn a few tricks,” Sinchak said of 
the experience, one being “not to ask for too 
much money for a single project.”  Sinchak 
estimates she’s received over $3,000 in 
books from local businesses like Chicago 
Blower, Target Plastics Technology, 
LaVezzi Precision, Inc., and Screws 
Industries.  The Disney Corporation and 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
have also contributed to DonorsChoose.org 
projects for District teachers.

Dreaming Big

Brian Caravello, a physical education 
teacher from Reskin Elementary School, 
beat the odds and was successful in 
securing $2,500 for heart rate monitors 
funded in his first DonorsChoose.org 
project this winter.

With the support of Horace Mann’s Ilir 
Sako and the Reskin PTO, as well as 
complete strangers, 4th and 5th graders 
at Reskin can now find  their target heart 
zones and better understand how their 
bodies work to stay healthy.
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As academic achievement continues to grow this 
school year, District 15 is busy preparing for its 
engaging and affordable summer programming. 

This summer, Marquardt will enroll over 800 
students and will not only provide enrichment 
and review courses but also band, orchestra, and 
sports camps for K-7 students.

Students will be able to choose from 12 brand 
new classes. 

Highlights include:

• Kid Vid: Stop-motion video based on a 
research topic.

• Amazon Mission: Survive a shipwreck and 
help a village affected by malaria through 
engineering.

• Architecture Design: Develop the cities of 
tomorrow with paint, clay, wood, and Legos.

• Finding Your Voice: Explore important 
issues such as body image, dating, and 
fitting in.

• Food Science: Prepare food using basic 
food science principles.

To find out ways you can help students in your community, please contact Rebecca Bald at 630.461.7462

With the support of Target Corpo-
ration, 6th graders from Marquardt 
Middle School went on a field trip 
to Chicago’s Civic Opera House in 
April.

“The students had a wonderful 
time,” trip organizer and 6th grade 
teacher Pam Manzke said. “None of 
them had been to the Opera House 
before and were amazed at how 
grand the building is.”

The tour covered artistic and archi-
tectural aspects of the main lobby 
and auditorium, the history of the 
building, and the many details of 
putting on an opera.  

“Students were able to walk on cat-
walks, sit in both the box seats and 
the nosebleed section, and try on 
some costumes,” said Manzke. 

Students also saw the orchestra pit, 
the prop area, the make-up and hair 
stations, and storage areas under-
neath the stage. 

“Students were surprised at how 
much work it takes to put on an op-
era and very tired at the end of the 
tour,” said Manzke.

A big thank you to Target 
for this once-in-a-lifetime 

experience!

District Provides Unique 
Opportunities for Students

Whether the projects are big or small, the word is 
spreading and dedicated District 15 teachers are 
reaching out to the community in order to give 
students the best possible learning experience.

Since 2013, teachers Laura Reece, Ellen 
Oskvarek, Molly McNeil, Chris Rzemieniecki, 
and Anne McKenna have also received 
classroom supplies through DonorsChoose.org.
Their projects ranged from funding 100 
plumbing tubes to make wooden trumpets known 
as didgeridoos to buying Judy Clocks, which 
are geared so the minute hand changes with the 
hour hand, to improve math fluency for primary 
students.

The Future is Now

The momentum keeps growing.  Once Caravello 
had his heart rate monitor project funded, he 
encouraged his colleague, Cortney Sorce, 

to create a project, too. “Rockin’ You Like a 
Hurricane with Meteorology” will provide 
Sorce’s students with weather instruments and is 
currently listed on DonorsChoose.org. 

“Students thrive on hands-on learning 
experiences,” Sorce said of her third graders. 
Even though students could watch someone 
measure rainwater on YouTube, they want to 
“hold and feel” a rain gauge in their hands and do 
the measuring themselves.

With the support of her District 15 colleagues, 
the community, and DonorsChoose.org, Sorce is 
building a classroom worthy of her students.  

Along with the District’s camps, review, and 
enrichment, parents and guardians can take 
advantage of expanded summer learning op-
portunities in the community.  

Here are a few ideas of exciting, educational 
activities for your child:

1.  Spend time at the Glenside Public 
Library and take advantage of all the free 
classes for kids like Baby Time, Toddler Art, 
Yoga for Kids, Beginning Reader Storytime, 
Anime Club, and Backyard Scientists: http://
www.glensidepld.org/events.

2.  Discover free classes and activities like 
Romper Rhymes, Lego Robotics, and Teen 
Game Night at the Bloomingdale Public 
Library:  http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/
bigmonth.cfm?curOrg=BLOOM.

3.  Explore a neighborhood park and/or sign 
up your child for classes and camps at the 
Glendale Heights Park District, http://www.
glendaleheightsparksrecreationfacilities.com/, 
or Bloomingdale Park District, http://www.
bloomingdaleparks.org/.

4.  Listen to live music, enjoy the food booths, 
and go to the carnival during Glendale 
Heights Fest: http://www.glendaleheights.org/
GH_Fest/.

Ground-breaking Charity Helps Teachers Shine

Go to DonorsChoose.org, type in 
zipcode 60139, and help fund Ms. 
Sorce’s project and other projects that 
inspire you today!  

Middle 
Schoolers Visit 

Lyric Opera
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As a parent, the greatest gift you can give a child is your time.     

Janie Dispensa, kindergarten teacher
Blackhawk Elementary

Young children develop at remarkable rates.  The first five years of a child’s 
life are crucial to his or her physical, emotional, social, and educational 
development.  Exposing young children to language during these years is an 
important part of preparing them for future growth.

“They’re like sponges,” Black Hawk Elementary kindergarten teacher Barb 
Flatter says of a young child’s ability to learn.  Flatter, who has been teaching 
for 12 years, loves working with young children. “Every day is the ‘best day’ 
according to my students,” Flatter says.  “Every day is something new.”

Because a child learns more during ages 0-2 then at any other point in his or 
her life,  talking and singing to babies and toddlers while feeding, dressing, and 
bathing them can help build their vocabulary dramatically.  

By the time a child is 2 or 3 and more independent, Flatter and Janie Dispensa, 
another Black Hawk kindergarten teacher, suggest giving children the chance 
to do hands-on activities like playing with Legos, Playdough, and fingerpaint.  
They also enourage parents to take their children to the park and to name things 
they observe or count their steps on the way to the slide or swing.

Flatter and Dispensa recommend exposing 4 and 5 year olds to crayons, 
scissors, and glue.  They encourage parents to take advantage of a child’s natural 
enthusiasm and curiosity by playing board games and going to the library with 
them. 
  
“As a parent, the greatest gift you can give a child is your time,” says Dispensa 
who has taught for 22 years.  For busy parents, time can be hard to come by.  
But even 5 or 10 minutes of reading or singing to your child at bedtime or after 
breakfast can go a long way in helping your child.

Early Development: how to support 
a child from birth to age five 

Print the letters of his or her name on paper 
and say each of the letters as you write.

Make a name sign for your child’s room or for 
some other special place in your home.

Let your child decorate the name sign with 
stickers or drawings.

Check out an alphabet book from the library 
or give your child ABC magnets during play-

time.

Count steps with your child while walking to 
the bathroom or climbing the stairs to go to 

bed each night.

Provide your child with crayons, paper, safety 
scissors, and glue and have fun coloring, cut-

ting, and gluing with them.

Give your child lots of chances to hold and 
play with books, and talk, sing, and read to 

your child.

Play board games with your child so he or 
she gets practice hearing and following       

directions.
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messengerTHEupcoming events:

June 2nd 

June 4th 
Last Day of School for Students

June 5th

8th Grade Promotion, 7:00 PM         
Glenbard East High School

Teacher Institute
(preparing for the 2015-2016 school year) 


